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Although John Steinbeck's novellas Of Mice and Men, The Red Pony, and The Pear| are works of fiction,
they provide awindow on the history of the times and places they portray. Studying the historical, social,
economic, and regional background of each novellaisimportant to fully understanding each work. This
interdisciplinary collection of rich collateral materials features a variety of primary documents that shed light
on the background of each of these novellas—the pioneer days and life on the Western frontier, the early
history of California, the gold rush, the plight of the migrant worker during the Great Depression, the
problems of the homeless and the hopeless, and oppression in Mexico in the early 20th century. Documents
include memoirs of mountain men and pioneers, books of travel, sociological studies, apolitical treatise, a
journal, reports of U.S. commissions, a comic memoir, and an interview with a Salvation Army general who
worked with the downtrodden during the 1930s. Most of these materials are not available in printed form
anywhere else.

The purpose of this volume is to explore through analysis and collateral readings the pervasive themein
these novellas: the universality of humankind's often futile struggle for a better existence. Steinbeck shows
that the American vision is shaped by the dream of a better life represented in the myth of the West. A social
and political commentator, he dramatizes in all three novellas the social issues of the time. Thefirst chapter
of this study, aliterary analysis, examines key themes common to all three novellas. The remaining chapters
place the works in historical context. Old California and the West includes accounts of 18th- and 19th-
century travelers to Californiawho dreamed of a better life. Land Ownership examines the meaning of land
ownership in the West and its corruption. The Vagrant Farm Worker: Homeless in Paradise features memoirs
and journals of itinerant workers aswell as Mark Twain's Roughing It and a study of the hobo. Losers of the
American Dream deal s with the homeless and hopel ess during the early years of this century and the Great
Depression. The American Dream in a Mexican Setting illuminates the lives of the oppressed in Mexico
which provoked a century of revolutions. Each chapter concludes with study questions, ideas for class
discussion and student projects and papers, and alist of books for further reading. Thisis an ideal companion
for teacher use and student research in English and American history classes.
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From reader reviews:
Rhonda Rudder:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your knowledge
by the e-book entitled Understanding Of Mice and Men, The Red Pony and The Pearl: A Student Casebook
to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context” Series). Try to
make book Understanding Of Mice and Men, The Red Pony and The Pearl: A Student Casebook to Issues,
Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) as your good
friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with this
book.

Beverly Turner:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Understanding Of Mice and Men, The Red Pony and The Pearl: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without |eaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding Understanding Of Mice and Men, The Red Pony and The Pearl: A
Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in
Context" Series) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different asit. So, do you nonetheless thinking Understanding
Of Mice and Men, The Red Pony and The Pearl: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical
Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Christina Webb:

Y ou may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Understanding Of Mice and Men, The
Red Pony and The Pearl: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actua printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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Kimberly Foust:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Understanding Of Mice
and Men, The Red Pony and The Pearl: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents
(The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) or even others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Understanding Of Mice and Men, The Red
Pony and The Pearl: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood
Press "Literature in Context" Series) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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