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A classical epic of fratricide and war, the Thebaid retells the legendary conflict between the sons of
Oedipus?Poalynices and Eteocles?for control of the city of Thebes. The Latin poet Statius reworks afamiliar
story from Greek myth, dramatized long before by Aeschylusin histragedy Seven against Thebes. Statius
chose his subject well: the Rome of his day, ruled by the emperor Domitian, was not too distant from the
civil wars that had threatened the survival of the empire. Published in 92 A.D., the Thebaid was an
immediate success, and its fame grew in succeeding centuries. It reached its peak of popularity in the later
Middle Ages and Renaissance, influencing Dante, Chaucer, and perhaps Shakespeare. In recent times,
however, it has received perhaps less attention than it deserves, in large part because there has been no
accessible, dynamic trand ation of the work into English.

Charles Stanley Ross offers a compelling version of the Thebaid rendered into forceful, modern English.
Casting Statius's Latin hexameter into alively iambic pentameter more natural to the modern ear, Ross frees
the work from the archaic formality that has marred previous translations. His tranglation reinvigorates the
Thebaid as awhole: its meditative first half and its violent second half; its intimate portrayal of defeat and
retribution, and the need to seek justice at any cost. In awide-ranging introduction, Ross provides an
overview of the poem: its composition, reception and legacy; its major themes and literary influences; and its
placein Statius' life. And in ahelpful series of notes, he offers background information on the major
characters and incidents.
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From reader reviews:
James Conndll:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turninto alife style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Thebaid: Seven against
Thebes (Johns Hopkins New Trand ations from Antiquity) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

CarlosVickers;

Often the book The Thebaid: Seven against Thebes (Johns Hopkins New Trand ations from Antiquity) has a
lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Elliott Townsend:

This The Thebaid: Seven against Thebes (Johns Hopkins New Trandlations from Antiquity) is great
publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great
arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
wholeinfoinit. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Thebaid: Seven against Thebes (Johns Hopkins
New Tranglations from Antiquity) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, datain it is not
ridiculous asingle. We can say that ho e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right
but this guide already do that. So , thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you till
doubt that will?

Jason Valladares:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Thebaid: Seven against Thebes
(Johns Hopkins New Translations from Antiquity) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.
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