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This landmark publication provides a comprehensive and authoritative account of New Zealand’s
involvement in the Vietnam War, and will remain the standard reference work on the subject for decades. Its
publication completes the programme of official war histories that began in 1945.
Ian McGibbon’s primary focus is what New Zealand did in South Vietnam. He traces in detail the operations
carried out by New Zealand forces and seeks to illuminate the experience of New Zealand soldiers fighting
in a guerrilla war. The command structure, logistic support and operational context of fighting within a
primarily Australian framework are all covered. He addresses controversial aspects such as friendly fire
incidents, atrocity allegations and veterans’ grievances, including over Agent Orange.
Maori participation in V Force was substantial and its impact is assessed. Although the book is inevitably
weighted towards the military, the efforts of civilians in South Vietnam are also covered in depth. The
surgical team operated from 1963 until their evacuation from Qui Nhon just days before North Vietnamese
columns entered the city. Not forgotten are the efforts of courageous civilians like Sister Mary Laurence and
of Red Cross volunteers to alleviate misery among refugees.
The book also describes the dramatic end of New Zealand’s involvement in South Vietnam – with the
surgical team and the New Zealand Embassy evacuated by RNZAF Bristol Freighters just before the
communist victory. Finally, McGibbon surveys the war’s troubled aftermath, culminating in the Prime
Minister’s apology to veterans in 2008.

Ian McGibbon is General Editor (War History) at the Ministry for Culture and Heritage. He has numerous
publications to his credit. Since 1981 he has been managing editor of New Zealand International Review, the
journal of the New Zealand Institute of International Affairs. He was made an Officer of the New Zealand
Order of Merit for services to historical research in 1997.
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From reader reviews:

Randell Easley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you studying a
book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this New Zealand's
Vietnam War: A history of combat, commitment and controversy, you are able to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Floretta Simmons:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book New Zealand's Vietnam War: A history of combat, commitment and
controversy it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to
fund but this book has high quality.

Willie Navarro:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually New Zealand's Vietnam War: A history of combat, commitment and
controversy why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Helen Scott:

The book untitled New Zealand's Vietnam War: A history of combat, commitment and controversy contain a
lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written
by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
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anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it.
Have a nice go through.
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