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In the 1970s, while politicians and activists outside prisons debated the proper response to crime,
incarcerated people helped shape those debates though a broad range of remarkable political and literary
writings.

Lee Bernstein explores the forces that sparked a dramatic "prison art renaissance," shedding light on how
incarcerated people produced powerful works of writing, performance, and visual art. These included
everything from George Jackson's revolutionary Soledad Brother to Miguel Pinero's acclaimed off-
Broadway play and Hollywood film Short Eyes. An extraordinary range of prison programs--fine arts,
theater, secondary education, and prisoner-run programs--allowed the voices of prisoners to influence the
Black Arts Movement, the Nuyorican writers, "New Journalism," and political theater, among the most
important aesthetic contributions of the decade.

By the 1980s and '90s, prisoners' educational and artistic programs were scaled back or eliminated as the
"war on crime" escalated. But by then these prisoners' words had crossed over the wall, helping many
Americans to rethink the meaning of the walls themselves and, ultimately, the meaning of the society that
produced them.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

The knowledge that you get from America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s will be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the
1970s giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s instantly.

Nick Zapata:

This America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in
Prison in the 1970s can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Karen Chan:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the
1970s can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We should have America Is the Prison: Arts and
Politics in Prison in the 1970s.

Salvatore Anthony:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in
Prison in the 1970s to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle
the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and study it. Beside that the book America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s can to
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be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these
time.
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