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In this previously untold story of African American self-education, Heather Andrea Williams moves across
time to examine African Americans' relationship to literacy during slavery, during the Civil War, and in the
first decades of freedom. Self-Taught traces the historical antecedents to freedpeople's intense desire to
become literate and demonstrates how the visions of enslaved African Americans emerged into plans and
action once slavery ended.

Enslaved people, Williams contends, placed great value in the practical power of literacy, whether it was to
enable them to read the Bible for themselves or to keep informed of the abolition movement and later the
progress of the Civil War. Some slaves devised creative and subversive means to acquire literacy, and when
slavery ended, they became the first teachers of other freedpeople. Soon overwhelmed by the demands for
education, they called on northern missionaries to come to their aid. Williams argues that by teaching,
building schools, supporting teachers, resisting violence, and claiming education as a civil right, African
Americans transformed the face of education in the South to the great benefit of both black and white
southerners.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Gorski:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Self-Taught: African American Education in
Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) book since
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Ollie Brooks:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery
and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Alejandro Colon:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery
and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) or others sources
were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Self-Taught: African
American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History
and Culture) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Shelly Sampson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to
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something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of
them is Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series
in African American History and Culture).
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