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This book studies several of Mark Helprin’s novels in terms of their relation to Dante’s Divine Comedy. The
authors demonstrate that A Soldier of the Great War, In Sunlight and in Shadow, and Winter’s Tale
substantially correspond to, respectively, Dante’s Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. The author himself has
acknowledged his debt to Dante and references to the Comedy appear throughout his works. It is not that
Helprin’s novels track their Dantean antecedents slavishly, or even follow the structure of the Canticles
explicitly. Rather, the central arguments of Dante’s three works are taken up by Helprin in his novels. In
adopting Dante’s essentially Platonic doctrine of mediation, Helprin’s characters are fully instantiated human
beings who also mediate and reveal the divine.

In his engagement with Dante, Helprin affirms the core philosophical, theological and psychological
arguments of the Comedy, and then modifies those arguments in a distinctly modern way. Specifically,
Helprin focuses on human freedom as the necessary precondition for justice to exist, both for individuals and
for societies. In the final chapter of the book, the authors turn to Helprin’s Freddy and Fredericka. In this
novel, Helprin both assumes Dante’s argument, and then radically alters it, by pointing to the possibility of a
just regime on earth, rather than one that exists merely in heaven. While accepting much of Dante’s
metaphysical argument, Helprin shows the virtues of liberal democracy as that form of political regime that
is most able to unite human eros with eternal principles. In the end, Helprin’s novels are remarkable for the
way in which they advocate for ancient virtues, while insisting upon the distinctly modern liberal account of
human freedom as the necessary foundation for human flourishing.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

The book Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the
Sun and the Other Stars make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make reading a book Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of
Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars to become your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy
in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars. Kinds of book are a lot
of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Terrance Allen:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Recollecting Dante's Divine
Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars can be the
solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Curtis Salas:

You can find this Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That
Moves the Sun and the Other Stars by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you
just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to
get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Deanna Nance:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the
Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars was bright colored and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark
Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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