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On May 22, 1863, after two failed attempts to take the city of Vicksburg by assault, Major General Ulysses
S. Grant declared in aletter to the commander of the Union fleet on the Mississippi River that “the nature of
the ground about Vicksburg is such that it can only be taken by asiege.” The 47-day siege of Vicksburg
orchestrated by Grant resulted in the eventual surrender of the city and fulfilled amajor strategic goa for the
Union: command of the Mississippi River for the remainder of the war. In this revealing volume, Michael B.
Ballard offers the first in-depth exploration of Grant’ s thoughts and actions during this critical operation,
providing a never-before-seen portrait of the general in the midst of one of his most notable achievements.

After an overview of Grant’s early Civil War career from hisfirst battle through the early stages of the
attacks on Vicksburg, Ballard describes in detail how Grant conducted the siege, examining his military
decisions, placement of troops, strategy and tactics, engineering objectives, and relationships with other
officers. Grant’sworried obsession with a perceived danger of arear attack by Joseph Johnston’s
Confederate army, Ballard shows, affected his decision making, and shows how threats of Confederate
action occupied more of Grant’s time than did the siege itself.

In addition, Ballard soundly dispels afalse story about Grant’s alleged drinking binge early in the siege that
has been taken as truthful by many historians, examines how racism in Grant’s army impacted the lives of
freed black people and slavesin the Vicksburg area, and explores Grant’ s strained relationship with John
McClernand, a politically appointed general from Illinois. The book concludes with the surrender of
Vicksburg on July 4, 1863, the expulsion of Johnston and his army from the region, and demonstrates the
impact of the siege on the outcome on the short and long-terms of Grant’s military career.

By analyzing Grant’ s personality during the siege and how he dealt with myriad issues as both a general and
an administrator, Grant at Vicksburg offers arevealing rendering of the legendary general.
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From reader reviews:
Grace Seals:

This Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that
it theworld isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read alot of
information you will get. This particular Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege without we realize
teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Grant at
Vicksburg: The General and the Siege can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Grant at
Vicksburg: The General and the Siege having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
sense uninterested in reading.

LeaWheedler:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find alot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. Y ou can
observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you
is Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege this book consist alot of the information of the condition
of thisworld now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he makes
this book. Here is why this book ideal al of you.

Susan Hare:

Y ou may get this Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book ssimply by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.

James Wood:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt that when
they get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Grant at Vicksburg: The General
and the Siege to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading talent is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the idea about book and studying especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and study it.
Beside that the book Grant at Vicksburg: The General and the Siege can to be your brand new friend when
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you'rereally fedl alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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