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The death and devastation wrought by the tsunami in South Asia, Hurricane Katrinain the Gulf states, the
earthquake in Pakistan, the mudslides in the Philippines, the tornadoes in the American Midwest, another
earthquake in Indonesia-these are only the most recent acts of God to cause people of faith to question God's
rolein the physical universe. Volcanic eruptions, wildfires, epidemics, floods, blizzards, droughts,
hailstorms, and famines can all raise the same questions: Can God intervene in natural eventsto prevent
death, injury, sickness, and suffering? If so, why does God not act? If not, is God truly the All-Loving, All-
Powerful, and All-Present Being that many religions proclaim? Grappling with such questions has always
been an essential component of religion, and different faiths have arrived at wildly different answers.

To explore various religious explanations of the tragedies inflicted by nature, author Gary Stern has
interviewed 43 prominent religious leaders across the religious spectrum, among them Rabbi Harold
Kushner, author of When Bad Things Happen to Good People; Father Benedict Groeschel, author of Arise
from Darkness; The Rev. James Rowe Adams, founder of the Center for Progressive Christianity; Kenneth
R. Samples, vice president of Reason to Believe; Dr. James Cone, the legendary African American
theologian; Tony Campolo, founder of the Evangelical Association for the Promotion of Education; Dr.
Sayyid Syeed, general secretary of the Islamic Society of North America; Imam Y ahya Hendi, the first
Muslim chaplain at Georgetown University; Dr. Arvind Sharma, one of the world's leading Hindu scholars;
Robert A. F. Thurman, the first American to be ordained a Tibetan Buddhist monk; David Silverman, the
national spokesman for American Atheists; and others?rabbis, priests, imams, monks, storefront ministers,
itinerant holy people, professors, and chaplains?Jews, Roman Catholics, mainline Protestants, evangelical
Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, and Atheists-people of belief, and people of nonbelief, too.

Stern asked each of them probing questions about what their religion teaches and what their faith professes
regarding the presence of tragedy. Some feel that the forces of nature are simply impersonal, and some
believe that God is omniscient but not omnipotent. Some claim that nature is ultimately destructive because
of Original Sin, some assert that the victims of natural disasters are sinners who deserve to die, and some
explain that natural disasters are the result of individual and collective karma. Still others profess that God
causes suffering in order to test and purify the victims. Stern, an award-winning religion journalist, has
extensive experience in this type of analytical journalism. The result is awork that probes and challenges
real people's beliefs about a subject that, unfortunately, touches everyone'slife.
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From reader reviews:
MikeHendrix:

The book Can God Intervene? How Religion Explains Natural Disasters can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a
book Can God Intervene?: How Religion Explains Natural Disasters? Some of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you
are ableto share al of these. Book Can God Intervene? How Religion Explains Natural Disasters has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by
open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Peter Hudson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one having theme for
entertaining like comic or novel. The Can God Intervene?. How Religion Explains Natural Disastersis kind
of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Charlotte Bernstein:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet awaystry to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is
this Can God Intervene?: How Religion Explains Natural Disasters.

James Hender son:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV al day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Can God Intervene?: How Religion
Explains Natural Disasters which is obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's see.
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