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Wartime letters of a New Englander’s journey from innocence to elite fighter squadron pilot
 
“A must-read for young Navy and Marine Corps officers as they enter aviation training.”—
Lt. Gen. Robert F. Milligan, U.S. Marine Corps (retired)
 
“An intriguing look at Marine aviation in World War II by a sensitive and intelligent pilot; few narratives
provide as much insight into the intensely personal feelings of a pilot in combat.”—Walter Boyne, author
of The Influence of Air Power upon History
 
 “Offers a compelling look into the world of a young man who left the comfort of civilian life to become a
pilot in one of the best known combat fighter squadrons of the Pacific War. Lt. Carl O. Dunbar Jr.’s letters
home remind us of the personal side of the Second World War.”—Michael H. Creswell, author of A
Question of Balance
 
Before the Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 became known as the Black Sheep squadron led by “Pappy”
Boyington, this air group was already flying missions from Guadalcanal. Commissioned in 1942, the
squadron was originally known as “The Swashbucklers.”
           
Lt. Carl Dunbar was one of the squadron’s original pilots, and his letters home describe the training and
living conditions he faced as a Marine in the Pacific theater during the early years of World War II. Dunbar
ultimately flew eighty-two missions during the Solomon campaign, and this volume includes his private
logbook.
           
Like many veterans, after returning to the United States Dunbar rarely spoke about his wartime service. Only
after his death did his son Peter discover this trove of material, and his commentary provides context for each
of his father’s letters. Both personal and universal, this volume offers a glimpse of what life was like for a
man with a great sense of loyalty and compassion caught up in the war of his generation.
 
Peter M. Dunbar is a lawyer and partner with the Tallahassee-based firm of Pennington, Moore, Wilkinson,
Bell and Dunbar and serves as an adjunct professor of law at Florida State University.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Baumgardner:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Before They Were the Black
Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the Solomon Islands? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Donald White:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be read. Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the
Solomon Islands can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Jesus Gates:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214
and the Battle for the Solomon Islands this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
This is why this book suited all of you.

Larisa Nagle:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. From
the book Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214 and the Battle for the
Solomon Islands we can take more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person must
prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to
change your life with that book Before They Were the Black Sheep: Marine Fighting Squadron VMF-214
and the Battle for the Solomon Islands. You can more pleasing than now.
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