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The Girl Seuth isabook for anyone who fondly recalls her late-night adventures inside a bedspread cave
with aflashlight, a handful of snitched cookies, and a savvy heroine who has just two chapters left in which
to decode the message, find the jewels, unmask the impostor, and then catch the next express to the big city.

In this long-out-of-print work, which was first published in 1975, Bobbie Ann Mason examines the girl
detective in her various guises through a combination of childhood reminiscences and insights as a fiction
writer and observer of American popular culture. Mason ranges in her coverage from the Bobbsey Twinsto
the glamorous career-girl detectives Vicki Barr, Cherry Ames, and Beverly Gray to her own adolescent
favorites—Judy Bolton, Nancy Drew, and Trixie Belden, afarm girl like herself. Mason's personal
recollections of arural youth spent longing for mysteries to solve represent a quintessential American
girlhood experience.

Mason reveals Nancy Drew ("as cool as Mata Hari and as sweet as Betty Crocker") to be a paradoxical
figure: on the one hand a model of independence and courage; on the other, alady, eternally feminine and
firmly devoted to the preservation of middle-class values. The girl deuths "thrilled us and contented us at the
sametime," the author writes. Holding up Nancy Drew as amodel of "the conventional and the revolutionary
in one compact package," Mason shows how the series heroines encouraged young readersto "dream big"
and stay open to life's possibilities, dished up antidotes to spoon-fed notions of traditional femininity, and
amiably subverted the literary snobbery of child experts, librarians, and book reviewers.

Everyone who grew up reading mystery books will enjoy Bobbie Ann Mason's witty, sometimes nostalgic,
observations on popular culture, childhood, and the pleasures of reading and writing.
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From reader reviews:
Karen Olden:

In other case, little folks like to read book Girl Sleuth. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. So long as we know about how isimportant any book Girl Sleuth. Y ou can add information and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simpleissue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or maybe
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Anna Bailey:

The reason? Because this Girl Sleuth is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret thisinside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of rewards than the
other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So, still want to hold
off having that book? If | were being you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Mary Gilbert:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people lovesto read a book. When you study a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Girl Sleuth will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Steven Jones:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Girl Sleuth was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big advantage of abook, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern eralike right now, many
ways to get book you wanted.
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