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At the very beginnings of the Archaic Age, the great singer Orpheus taught a new religion that centered
around the immortality of the human soul and its journey after death. He felt that achieving purity by
avoiding meat and refraining from committing harm further promoted the pursuit of a peaceful life. Elements
of the worship of Dionysus, such as shape-shifting and ritualistic ecstasy, were fused with Orphic beliefs to
produce a powerful and illuminating new religion that found expression in the mystery cults. Practitioners of
this new religion composed a great body of poetry, much of which is translated in The Orphic Hymns.

The hymns presented in this book were anonymously composed somewhere in Asia Minor, most likely in the
middle of the third century AD. At this turbulent time, the Hellenic past was fighting for its survival, while
the new Christian faith was spreading everywhere. The Orphic Hymns thus reflect a pious spirituality in the
form of traditional literary conventions. The hymns themselves are devoted to specific divinities as well as to
cosmic elements. Prefaced with offerings, strings of epithets invoke the various attributes of the divinity and
prayers ask for peace and health to the initiate. Apostolos N. Athanassakis and Benjamin M. Wolkow have
produced an accurate and elegant translation accompanied by rich commentary.
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From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

The book The Orphic Hymns make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Orphic Hymns for being your habit, you can get far
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It
is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication The Orphic Hymns. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Florence Booth:

The feeling that you get from The Orphic Hymns is the more deep you searching the information that hide
within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Orphic Hymns giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this The Orphic Hymns instantly.

Billy Anderson:

This The Orphic Hymns are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this The Orphic Hymns can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock
your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Orphic Hymns forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Betsy Aguilar:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Orphic Hymns was vibrant and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Orphic Hymns has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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