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We all “know” that Marco Polo went to China, served Ghengis Khan for many years, and returned to Italy
with the recipes for pasta and ice cream. But Frances Wood, head of the Chinese Department at the British
Library, argues that Marco Polo not only never went to China, he probably never even made it past the Black
Sea, where hisfamily conducted business as merchants.Marco Polo’ s travels from Venice to the exotic and
distant East, and his epic book describing his extraordinary adventures, A Description of the World, ranks
among the most famous and influential books ever published. In this fascinating piece of historical detection,
marking the 700th anniversary of Polo’s journey, Frances Wood questions whether Marco Polo ever reached
the country he so vividly described. Why, in his romantic and seemingly detailed account, is there no
mention of such fundamentals of Chinese life astea, foot-binding, or even the Great Wall? Did he really
bring back pasta and ice cream to Italy? And why, given China’s extensive and even obsessive record-
keeping, is there no mention of Marco Polo anywhere in the archives?Sure to spark controversy, Did Marco
Polo Go to China? tries to solve these and other inconsistencies by carefully examining the Polo family
history, Marco Pol0’ s activities as a merchant, the preparation of his book, and the imperial Chinese records.
Theresult isalucid and readable ook at medieval European and Chinese history, and the characters and
events that shaped this extraordinary and enduring myth.
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From reader reviews:
Corey Valenzuda:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read abook eligible Did Marco Polo
Go To China?? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Dean Green:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of timeto read it because al of thistime you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Did Marco Polo Go To China? can be your answer given it can beread by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

Robert Reynolds:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Did Marco Polo Go To China?
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Elizabeth Bello:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Did Marco Polo Go To China? was colourful and
of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Did Marco Polo Go To China? has many kinds
or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offersyou
feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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