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Russia's Great Reforms of 1861 were sweeping social and legal changes that aimed to modernize the
country. In the following decades, rapid industrialization and urbanization profoundly transformed Russia's
social, economic, and cultural landscape. Barbara Alpern Engel explores the personal, cultural, and political
consequences of these dramatic changes, focusing on their impact on intimate life and expectations and the
resulting challenges to the traditional, patriarchal family order, the cornerstone of Russia's authoritarian
political and religious regime. The widely perceived "marriage crisis" had far-reaching legal, institutional,
and political ramifications. In Breaking the Ties That Bound, Engel draws on exceptionally rich archival
documentation?in particular, on petitions for marital separation and the materials generated by the ensuing
investigations?to explore changing notions of marital relations, domesticity, childrearing, and intimate life
among ordinary men and women in imperial Russia.

Engel illustrates with unparalleled vividness the human consequences of the marriage crisis. Her research
reveals in myriad ways that the new and more individualistic values of the capitalist marketplace and
commercial culture challenged traditional definitions of gender roles and encouraged the self-creation of new
social identities. Engel captures the intimate experiences of women and men of the lower and middling
classes in their own words, documenting instances not only of physical, mental, and emotional abuse but also
of resistance and independence. These changes challenged Russia's rigid political order, forcing a range of
state agents, up to and including those who spoke directly in the name of the tsar, to rethink traditional
understandings of gender norms and family law. This remarkable social history is thus also a contribution to
our understanding of the deepening political crisis of autocracy.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia, you can tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a reserve.

Jill Spann:

Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia nevertheless
doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
imagining.

Ray Goodrow:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics
of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Paul Tirrell:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is identified as of book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia.
You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge
and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring
you from one place to other place.
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