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The history of the vocoder: how popular music hijacked the Pentagon's speech scrambling weapon

The vocoder, invented by Bell Labs in 1928, once guarded phones from eavesdroppers during World War II;
by the Vietnam War, it was repurposed as a voice-altering tool for musicians, and is now the ubiquitous
voice of popular music.

In How to Wreck a Nice Beach—from a mis-hearing of the vocoder-rendered phrase “how to recognize
speech”—music journalist Dave Tompkins traces the history of electronic voices from Nazi research labs to
Stalin’s gulags, from the 1939 World’s Fair to Hiroshima, from artificial larynges to Auto-Tune.

We see the vocoder brush up against FDR, JFK, Stanley Kubrick, Stevie Wonder, Neil Young, Kraftwerk,
the Cylons, Henry Kissinger, and Winston Churchill, who boomed, when vocoderized on V-E Day, “We
must go off!” And now vocoder technology is a cell phone standard, allowing a digital replica of your voice
to sound human.

From T-Mobile to T-Pain, How to Wreck a Nice Beach is a riveting saga of technology and culture,
illuminating the work of some of music’s most provocative innovators.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Lopez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This How to Wreck a
Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Mildred Ortiz:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder
from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine Speaks, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Loretta Tellis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The
Machine Speaks this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy
to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.

Doris Stanford:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine
Speaks we can get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your
life at this book How to Wreck a Nice Beach: The Vocoder from World War II to Hip-Hop, The Machine
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Speaks. You can more desirable than now.
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