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From Publishers Weekly The story of the suppression of polytheistic religions in the ancient world by the
ever more powerful monotheistic religions is well known. Kirsch (The Harlot by the Side of the Road) offers
his own version of this oft-told tale in a lively and engaging chronicle. Although many scholars point to
Israel as the fount of monotheism, Kirsch shows that the earliest impulses toward monotheism can be found
in Egypt with pharaoh Akhenaton's attempt to move the nation to the worship of one god. This Egyptian
likely influenced Moses, according to Kirsch, and much of the history of early Israel is the history of the
worship of one god emerging out of the worship of many gods. Monotheism gained momentum with the
development of Christianity and was codified under Constantine. His son Julian strove to return polytheism
to the scene by issuing edicts of toleration concerning polytheistic religious customs, but Julian's successor
Theodosius I restored monotheism as the official practice of the Empire. Kirsch helpfully points out that the
conflict between the worship of many gods and the worship of one true god never disappeared from the lives
of Israelites, Jews, or Christians, in spite of many historians' claims to the contrary. In addition, Kirsch
observes that monotheistic religions have too often used the worship of one god as a way to persecute those
who do not share similar beliefs. While Kirsch breaks no new ground, he demonstrates clearly the ways in
which this conflict gave rise to the tensions that exist even within monotheistic religions today. Copyright ©
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of
print or unavailable edition of this title.
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From reader reviews:

Kelly McDowell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled God Against The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism
And Polytheism. Try to make the book God Against The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism
And Polytheism as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Patricia Mattox:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the spare time
coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be God Against The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism And Polytheism.

Robin Holloway:

God Against The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism And Polytheism can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing God Against The Gods - History Of The War Between Monotheism And Polytheism however
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
considering.

Michael Madden:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually God Against The Gods - History Of The War Between
Monotheism And Polytheism why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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