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In this lush, compelling novel of passion and loss, Helen of Troy, a true survivor, tells the truth about her
life, her lovers, and the Trojan War. This is the memoir that she has written—her legendary beauty still
undimmed by age.

Gossips began whispering about Princess Helen from the moment of her birth. A daughter of the royal house
of Sparta, she was not truly the progeny of King Tyndareus, they murmured, but of Zeus, king of the gods.
Her mother, Queen Leda, a powerful priestess, was branded an adulteress, with tragic consequences. To
complicate matters, as Helen grew to adulthood her beauty was so breathtaking that it overshadowed even
that of her jealous sister, Clytemnestra, making her even more of an outcast within her own family. So it
came as something of a relief to her when she was kidnapped by Theseus, king of Athens, in a gambit to
replenish his kingdom’s coffers.

But Helen fell in love with the much older Theseus, and to his surprise, he found himself enamored of her as
well. On her forced return to Sparta, Helen was hastily married off to the tepid Menelaus for the sake of an
advantageous political alliance. Yet even after years of marriage, the spirited, passionate Helen never became
the docile wife King Menelaus desired, and when she fell in love with another man—Paris Alexandros, the
prodigal son of King Priam of Troy—Helen unwittingly set the stage for the ultimate conflict: a war that
would destroy nearly all she held dear.

I learned that I was different when I was a very small girl: when the golden curls, which barely reached my
shoulders at the time, began to turn the color of burnished vermeil. Your grandmother Leda, whom you
never knew, told me that I was a child of Zeus. Since I thought my father’s name was Tyndareus, her words
upset me. Seeing my pink cheeks marred by tears of confusion, my mother handed me a mirror of polished
bronze and asked me to study my reflection.

“Do you look like me?” she asked.

I nodded, noting in my own skin the exquisite fairness of her complexion, and her hair the same shade as
mine that tumbled like flowing honey past the hollow of her back.

“And do you resemble my husband Tyndareus?” she said to me.

I looked in the mirror and then looked again. For several minutes I remember expecting the mirror to show
me my father’s face, but Tyndareus was olive complected where I was not, his nose like the beak of a falcon
where my own was straight and fine-boned, and his cheekbones were hollow and slack where, even then,
beneath a child’s rosy plumpness, mine were high and prominent.

“It’s time for me to tell you everything,” my mother said . . .

—From The Memoirs of Helen of Troy
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Phillips:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Memoirs of Helen of Troy: A Novel book is readable simply by you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer involving The Memoirs
of Helen of Troy: A Novel content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The
Memoirs of Helen of Troy: A Novel is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mary Salas:

The e-book with title The Memoirs of Helen of Troy: A Novel contains a lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you inside new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Evelyn Montgomery:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This The Memoirs of Helen of Troy: A Novel can give you a lot of
friends because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? We should have The Memoirs of Helen of Troy: A Novel.

Steven Young:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Memoirs of Helen of Troy: A Novel was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Memoirs of Helen of Troy: A
Novel has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading in which.
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