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In most accounts, literature of the nineteenth century compulsively tells the story of the individual and
interiority. But amidst the newly dense social landscapes of modernity, with London as the first city of one
million inhabitants, this literature also sought to represent those unknown and unmet: strangers. Focusing on
the ways that both Victorian literature and modern social thought responded to an emergent "society of
strangers," The Comfort of Strangers argues for a new relation between literary form and the socially dense
environments of modernity, insisting upon strangers in these works not as alienating, fearsome others, but a
relatively banal yet transformative fact of everyday life, the dark matter of the nineteenth-century social
universe.

Taking up "the literature of social density," Gage McWeeny engages with a range of generically diverse
works from the age of Victorian sympathy to illuminate surprising investments in ephemeral relations,
anonymity, and social distance. Life amidst strangers on urban streets and markets produced new social
experiences, both alluring and fearsome, and McWeeny shows how realist literary form is remade by the
relational possibilities offered by the impersonal intimacy of life among those unknown and the power of
weak social ties. Reading works by Charles Dickens, Matthew Arnold, George Eliot, Oscar Wilde, and
Henry James, he discovers a species of Victorian sociality not imagined under J.S. Mill's description in On
Liberty of society as a crowd impinging upon the individual. Instead, McWeeny mines nineteenth-century
literature's sociological imagination to reveal a set of works diverted by and into intensities located in
strangers and the modern forms of sociality they emblematize.

Treating seriously the preference for the many over the few, the impersonal intimacy of strangers over those
who are friends and acquaintances, The Comfort of Strangers shows how literature and sociology together
produced modern understandings of the social, opening up canonical works of the nineteenth century to a
host of strange, new meanings.
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From reader reviews:

Gary McIntosh:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form book is readable
by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
associated with The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form content conveys prospect easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different as it. So , do you still thinking The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Pamela Watkins:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary
Form as your daily resource information.

Marcella Aragon:

The reason why? Because this The Comfort of Strangers: Social Life and Literary Form is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Latonya Sams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Comfort of Strangers: Social
Life and Literary Form which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.
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