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On February 23, 1945, one of the most famous photographs in American history was taken atop Mount
Suribachi, as five American soldiers began to raise an American flag. The picture, which most Americans are
instantly familiar with, has come to symbolize the strength and sacrifice of America’s armed forces, and
though many realize it was taken during the Battle of Iwo Jima, much of the actual battle and the context of
the picture itself have been overshadowed.

The Battle of Iwo Jima, code name “Operation Detachment,” is more of a misnomer than anything. It was
fought as part of a large American invasion directed by steps toward the Japanese mainland, and it was more
like a siege that lasted 36 days from February-March 1945, with non-stop fighting every minute. In fact, the
iconic flag-raising photo was taken just four days into the battle, and as that picture suggests, the battle was
not a pristine tactical event but an unceasing horror with no haven for protection. As veteran and author
James F. Christ put it in the foreword of his exhaustive study of the action, “it is carnage…that is what Iwo
was…the Gettysburg of the Pacific.” Iwo Jima defined the classical amphibious assault of the World War II
era, as much as the Normandy invasion did, but it came later in the war. In Europe, the Battle of the Bulge
had already been won, and German forces would surrender in early May. However, the Japanese Empire was
still at a considerable level of strength and state of resolve, and an essential offensive, grinding from island to
island with naval unit to naval unit and air to air was met with maniacal resistance by the enemy.

When Admiral Chester Nimitz was directed to capture an island in the Bonin group, Iwo Jima stood out for
its importance in making progress against the mainland, with three airfields that would allow American air
forces to attack the Japanese mainland. But the Japanese were also well aware of how important Iwo Jima
was, and they fought desperately in bunkers and tunnels that required the Americans to carefully clear them
out gradually. Less than 5% of the Japanese soldiers on Iwo Jima were taken alive, and American casualties
were estimated at 26,000, with 6,800 killed or captured.

Near the end of 1944, as Allied forces were pushing across the Pacific and edging ever closer to Japan, plans
were drawn up to invade the Ryuku islands, the most prominent of them being Okinawa. Military planners
anticipated that an amphibious campaign would last a week, but instead of facing 60,000 Japanese defenders
as estimated, there were closer to 120,000 on the island at the beginning of the campaign in April 1945. The
Battle of Okinawa was the largest amphibious operation in the Pacific theater, and it would last nearly 3
months and wind up being the fiercest in the Pacific theater during the war, with nearly 60,000 American
casualties and over 100,000 Japanese soldiers killed. In addition, the battle resulted in an estimated 40,000-
150,000 Japanese civilian casualties.

Okinawa witnessed every conceivable horror of war both on land and at sea. American ground forces on
Okinawa had to deal with bad weather (including a typhoon), anti-tank moats, barbed wire, mines, caves,
underground tunnel networks, and fanatical Japanese soldiers who were willing to use human shields while
fighting to the death. Allied naval forces supporting the amphibious invasion had to contend with Japan’s
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notorious kamikazes, suicide pilots who terrorized sailors as they frantically tried to shoot down the Japanese
planes before they could hit Allied ships. As one sailor aboard the USS Miami recalled, "They came in
swarms from all directions. The barrels of our ship's guns got so hot we had to use firehoses to cool them
down."

 Download Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in the Pacifi ...pdf

 Read Online Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in the Paci ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in the Pacific Theater
Charles River Editors

PDF File: Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in the Pacific Theater... 3

http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1499191960
http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1499191960
http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1499191960
http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1499191960
http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1499191960
http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1499191960
http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1499191960
http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=1499191960


Download and Read Free Online Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in the Pacific Theater
Charles River Editors

From reader reviews:

Consuelo Collier:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in
the Pacific Theater. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important any book Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in the Pacific Theater. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Noah Giles:

The book untitled Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in the Pacific Theater contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
study.

Cynthia Haynes:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final
Campaigns in the Pacific Theater. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer
in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Bessie Scudder:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The
Final Campaigns in the Pacific Theater to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn
it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and learn it. Beside that the book Iwo Jima and Okinawa: The Final Campaigns in the Pacific Theater
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this
time.
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