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The Hebrew Bible has long been understood as condemning foreign deities. While many biblical texts do
condemn other deities, many other passages show how early Israelites sometimes accepted the reality of
deities worshiped by other peoples. Looking closely both at relevant biblical texts and at their cultural
contexts, Mark S. Smith demonstrates that the biblical attitude toward other deities is not uniformly negative,
as is commonly supposed. He traces the historical development of Israel’s “one-god worldview,” linking it to
the rise of the surrounding Mesopotamian empires.

Smith’s study also produces evidence undermining a common modern assumption among historians of
religion that polytheism is tolerant while monotheism is prone to intolerance and violence. Drawing both on
ancient sources and on modern, theoretical approaches, Smith’s God in Translation masterfully reveals the
complexity of attitudes in ancient Israel toward foreign deities and makes a case for an ecumenism based on
respect for local traditions and not based on a western notion of universal religion.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Sanders:

God in Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing God in
Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
among it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Christopher Patterson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be God in Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural
Discourse in the Biblical World why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Harley Campbell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book
that need more time to be learn. God in Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical
World can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Kent Walker:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides have many
advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book God in
Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book
God in Translation: Deities in Cross-Cultural Discourse in the Biblical World. You can more desirable than
now.
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