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In this engagingly written biography, Tamara Plakins Thornton delves into the life and work of Nathaniel
Bowditch (1773-1838), a man Thomas Jefferson once called a "meteor in the hemisphere." Bowditch was a
mathematician, astronomer, navigator, seafarer, and business executive whose Enlightenment-inspired
perspectives shaped nineteenth-century capitalism while transforming American life more broadly.
Enthralled with the precision and certainty of numbers and the unerring regularity of the physical universe,
Bowditch operated and represented some of New England's most powerful institutions—from financial
corporations to Harvard College—as clockwork mechanisms. By examining Bowditch's pathbreaking
approaches to institutions, as well as the political and social controversies they provoked, Thornton's
biography sheds new light on the rise of capitalism, American science, and social elitesin the early republic.

Fleshing out the multiple careers of Nathaniel Bowditch, this book is at once alively biography, a window
into the birth of bureaucracy, and a portrait of patrician life, giving us a broader, more-nuanced
understanding of how powerful capitalists operated during this era and how the emerging quantitative
sciences shaped the modern experience.
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From reader reviews:
John Long:

The book Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business,
Science, and the Sea Changed American Life make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should useto
make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power
of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business, Science, and the Sea Changed American Lifeto
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou are able to know everything if you like start and read a
publication Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business,
Science, and the Sea Changed American Life. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Grace Moreno:

Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers. How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business, Science, and
the Sea Changed American Life can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving hisher effort to get
every word into delight arrangement in writing Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a
Nineteenth-Century Man of Business, Science, and the Sea Changed American Life neverthel ess doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Andre Todd:

This Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business, Science,
and the Sea Changed American Lifeis great e-book for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who aso always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific
book revedl it details accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So
if you are read this hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Nathaniel Bowditch and the
Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century Man of Business, Science, and the Sea Changed American
Lifein your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So, this
really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Donna Cauley:

Within this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
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than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple method to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many booksin the
top listing in your reading list is Nathaniel Bowditch and the Power of Numbers: How a Nineteenth-Century
Man of Business, Science, and the Sea Changed American Life. This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.
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