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Leo Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas, Personal Choices traces the meteoric rise and heretofore inexplicable
disappearance of the Russian-American, futurist-anarchist, pianist-composer from his arrival in the United
States in 1906 through a career that lasted nearly a century. Outliving his admirers and critics by decades Leo
Ornstein passed away in 2002 at the age of 108. Frequently compared to Igor Stravinsky and Arnold
Schoenberg, for a time Ornstein enjoyed a kind a celebrity granted few living musicians. And then he turned
his back on it all. This first, full-length biographical study draws upon interviews, journals, and letters from a
wide circle of Ornstein's friends and acquaintances to track the Ornstein family as it escaped the horrors of
the Russian pogroms, and it situates the Russian-Jewish-American musician as he carved out an identity
amidst World War I, the flu pandemic, and the Red Scare. While telling Leo Ornstein's story, the book also
illuminates the stories of thousands of immigrants with similar harrowing experiences. It also explores the
immeasurable impact of his unexpected marriage in 1918 to Pauline Mallet-Prevost, a Park Avenue
debutante.

Leo Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas, Personal Choices finds Ornstein at the center of several networks that
included artists John Marin, William Zorach, Leon Kroll, writers and activists Paul Rosenfeld, Waldo Frank,
Edmund Wilson, and Clair Reis, the Stieglitz Circle, and a group of English composers known as the
Frankfurt Five. Ornstein's story challenges directly the traditional chronology and narrative regarding
musical modernism in America and its close relation to the other arts.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blecha:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Leo Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas, Personal
Choices book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Edmund Morrissette:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Leo
Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas, Personal Choices offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Harold Bunch:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Leo Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas, Personal Choices
can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have point that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Leo Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas,
Personal Choices.

Heidi Crenshaw:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication Leo Ornstein: Modernist Dilemmas, Personal Choices was filled in
relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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