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For French criminologists and colonialists of the mid-nineteenth century, the penal colonies of Guiana and
New Caledonia seemed to satisfy two needs, namely, to incarcerate a growing number of criminals and to
supply manpower for these developing colonies. But were these two goals not contradictory? Was the
primary purpose of the penal colonies to punish or to colonize? In the prisons, inmates found means of
subversion, guards resisted militaristic discipline, and camp commanders fought physicians for authority.
Back in the metropole, journalistic exposés catered to the public’s fascination with the penal colonies’ horror
and exoticism.
 
An understanding of modern France is not complete without an examination of this institution, which existed
for more than a century and imprisoned more than one hundred thousand people. Stephen A. Toth invites
readers to experience the prisons firsthand. Through a careful analysis of criminal case files, administrative
records, and prisoner biographies, Toth reconstructs life in the penal colonies and examines how the social
sciences, tropical medicine, and sensational journalism evaluated and exploited the inmates’ experiences. In
exploring the disjuncture between the real and the imagined, he moves beyond mythic characterizations of
the penal colonies to reveal how power, discipline, and punishment were construed and enforced in these
prison outposts.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Beyond Papillon:
The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies in Empire and D) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Beyond
Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies in Empire and D)is one
of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Paula Cofield:

Typically the book Beyond Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas:
Studies in Empire and D) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to
you. The book Beyond Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies
in Empire and D) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Donna Layne:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Beyond Papillon: The French
Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies in Empire and D) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said
as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you can pick Beyond Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas: Studies
in Empire and D) become your personal starter.

Pearlie Wong:

The book untitled Beyond Papillon: The French Overseas Penal Colonies, 1854-1952 (France Overseas:
Studies in Empire and D) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary
works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can
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read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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