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Two courageous spirits, mother and daughter, challenged by a new reality after a life-changing
accident.

The call came at 6 A.M. Karen Brennan's twenty-five-year-old daughter, Rachel, had been in a motorcycle
accident. She was in a coma. Her CAT scan, the neurosurgeon said, was very, very ugly. Instantly, Karen
Brennan's life of comfortable dailiness becomes "passionate necessary-ness." Cautioned that her daughter
will not be the "same person," Brennan waits and hopes through weeks of intensive care, months of coma,
and Rachel's determined efforts to walk again. The joy of Rachel's first words is followed by the discovery
that she has a severe short-term memory deficit. Rachel cannot remember or fashion a simple narrative. A
professor with a special interest in memory, Brennan takes up the challenge of helping Rachel rebuild
herself. Jump-starting her daughter's memory by constantly retelling Rachel's own story, Brennan also
fosters the creativity and humor that have always characterized her daughter. Their collaborative effort,
bound by love, is a dynamic memoir of recovery and reinvention. Brennan says, "Why am I writing this
story? I ask myself. I am writing to discover the situation in which my daughter and I find ourselves. I am
writing as a way of grieving, because writing is the only way I know how to work out my loss. And I think if
I can construct the story of Rachel's recovery, it might deliver me once and for all to hopefulness." "Being
with Rachel is for readers who want to be reminded of why books matter. Karen Brennan's memoir
advocates, illustrates, demonstrates the superhuman power of family, its ability to triumph in the face of
worst-case scenarios, institutional aloofness, bad luck, and the evil influence of conventional wisdom. The
family that emerges here is one built on a great deal of passionate, difficult love. This is a tough and
inspiring and heartbreaking book."—Antonya Nelson "Spare, understated, emotionally honest and yet
unsentimental, this beautifully crafted memoir succeeds on two levels: both as an extraordinarily moving
personal document and as a vital investigation into the nature of memory and narrative."—Andrea Barrett
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From reader reviews:

Tara Scribner:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which improve
your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want
have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one with theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival
is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Carrie Hanks:

Why? Because this Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Diane Wilson:

Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Being
with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival although doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jessica Harris:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By book Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival we can get more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this
time book Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival. You can more appealing than now.
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