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The much overused word genius aptly describes only afew peoplein the history of civilization. Leonardo da
Vinci (1452-1519) unquestionably belongsin this elite group. Anyone who has looked in amazement at the
MonaLisa, The Last Supper, or the many drawings that sprang from his fertile imagination may wonder how
he accomplished these astounding works of art. Fortunately for posterity, Leonardo left his Treatise on
Painting, essentially a primer for students interested in learning the craft of drawing and painting.

Even aquick perusal of this multifaceted work will reveal the great artist's famously keen powers of
observation and his scientific approach to the study of nature. He begins with careful instructions on drawing
the main features of human anatomy, then moves on to techniques of rendering motion and perspective. He
discusses aspects of good composition; inventiveness; the expression of various emotions; creating effects of
light, shadow, and color; and many other subtle points of artistic composition. Throughout L eonardo stresses
the importance of meticulous study of the subjects to be rendered and the need for assiduous practice: "Those
who become enamored of the practice of the art without having previously applied to the diligent study of
the scientific part of it may be compared to mariners who put to seain a ship without rudder or compass, and
therefore cannot be certain of arriving at the wished-for port."

This outstanding edition - complete with anatomical drawings by the French classicist master Nicholas
Poussin (1594-1665) and geometrical illustrations by the great Italian Renai ssance architect Leon Battista
Alberti (1404-1472), as well as an informative life of Leonardo and an appendix that lists the artist's
manuscripts, principal paintings, and drawings - will make an attractive addition to the libraries of art
students, art historians, and anyone interested in the works of the original "Renai ssance man"
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From reader reviews:
Randy North:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) book is readable by
you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by
means of it. So, do you even now thinking A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Amanda Garcia;

The experience that you get from A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) could be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone
who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific A Treatise on
Painting (Great Minds Series) instantly.

Leigh Harris:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of waysto share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this A
Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Kenneth Jordan:

Beside this A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) in your phone, it could possibly give you away to
get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got hereis
fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
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won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to missthe item? Find this book aswell asread it from at this
point!
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