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The Ascent of Man develops a comprehensive theory of human nature. James F. Harris sees human nature as
an emergent property that supervenes a cluster of properties. Despite significant overlap between individuals
that have human nature and those that are biologically human, the concept of human nature developed in this
book is different. Whether biologically human or not, an individual may be said to possess human nature.
This theory of human nature is called the"cluster theory."

Harris takes as his point of departurePlato's comment that in learning what a thing is we should look to the
ways in which it acts upon or is acted upon by other things. He commits to a methodological naturalism and
draws upon current views from the social and biological sciences. The cluster theory he develops represents
one of the very few completely novel theories of human nature developed in the post-Darwin era. It will
prove most useful in dealing with philosophical questions involving such contemporary issues as cloning,
cybernetics, and the possibility of extraterrestrial life.

The fundamental conceptual issue is how plastic and elastic is the nature of human nature. Just how different
might we imagine human beings to be and still be human in the sense that they still possess whatever it is
that accounts for a unique nature? The theory of human nature developed in this book is a descriptive,
dynamic, bottom-up, non-essentialist, naturalist theory. Harris is well versed in classical philosophy and
contemporary behavioral science. He writes in a graceful, open-ended way that both educates and illuminates
renewed interest in what it means to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Gemma Jackson:

The reserve with title The Ascent of Man: A Philosophy of Human Nature contains a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Nellie Kim:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Ascent of Man: A Philosophy of Human Nature was filled
in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Larry Carvajal:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From the
book The Ascent of Man: A Philosophy of Human Nature we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book The Ascent of Man: A Philosophy of Human
Nature. You can more pleasing than now.

John Thornton:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Ascent of Man: A Philosophy of
Human Nature to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing
when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and study it. Beside that the publication The Ascent of Man: A Philosophy of Human Nature can to be your
friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of their time.
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