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In this uproarious new novel, Richard Russo performs his characteristic high-wire walk between hilarity and
heartbreak. Russo's protagonist is William Henry Devereaux, Jr., the reluctant chairman of the English
department of a badly underfunded college in the Pennsylvaniarust belt. Devereaux's reluctanceis partly
rooted in his character--he is a born anarchist-- and partly in the fact that his department is more savagely
divided than the Balkans.

In the course of asingle week, Devereaux will have his nose mangled by an angry colleague, imagine his
wifeishaving an affair with his dean, wonder if a curvaceous adjunct is trying to seduce him with peach pits,
and threaten to execute a goose on local television. All this while coming to terms with his philandering
father, the dereliction of his youthful promise, and the ominous failure of certain vital body functions. in
short, Straight Man is classic Russo--side-splitting and true-to-life, witty, compassionate, and impossible to
put down.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:
Jessie L loyd:

The actual book Straight Man has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of
help. The book was written by the very famous author. M cdougal makes some research ahead of write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Barbara Baker:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Straight Man will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Florence Taylor:

It is possible to spend your free timeto learn this book this reserve. This Straight Man is simple bringing you
can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it. Y ou can save the
particular book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Jill Weber:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This particular Straight Man can give you alot of close friends because
by you taking alook at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We should have Straight Man.
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