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Anne Fadiman is--by her own admission--the sort of person who learned about sex from her father's copy of
Fanny Hill, whose husband buys her 19 pounds of dusty books for her birthday, and who once found herself
poring over her roommate's 1974 Toyota Corolla manual because it was the only written material in the
apartment that she had not read at least twice.

This witty collection of essays recounts a lifelong love affair with books and language. For Fadiman, as for
many passionate readers, the books she loves have become chapters in her own life story. Writing with
remarkable grace, she revives the tradition of the well-crafted personal essay, moving easily from anecdotes
about Coleridge and Orwell to tales of her own pathologically literary family. As someone who played at
blocks with her father's 22-volume set of Trollope ("My Ancestral Castles") and who only really considered
herself married when she and her husband had merged collections ("Marrying Libraries"), she is exquisitely
well equipped to expand upon the art of inscriptions, the perverse pleasures of compulsive proof-reading, the
allure of long words, and the satisfactions of reading out loud. There is even a foray into pure literary
gluttony--Charles Lamb liked buttered muffin crumbs between the leaves, and Fadiman knows of more than
one reader who literally consumes page corners. Perfectly balanced between humor and erudition, Ex Libris
establishes Fadiman as one of our finest contemporary essayists.
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From reader reviews:

Tara Wilson:

The book Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Ex Libris: Confessions
of a Common Reader? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Ex Libris:
Confessions of a Common Reader has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Cassie Merritt:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the guide untitled Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader can be good book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Phyllis Walters:

Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common
Reader nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial imagining.

Arlene Miller:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Ex Libris: Confessions of a Common Reader was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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