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The epic calls to mind the famous works of ancient poets such as Homer, Virgil, and Ovid. These long,
narrative poems, defined by valiant characters and heroic deeds, celebrate events of great importance in
ancient times. In this thought-provoking study, Christopher N. Phillips shows in often surprising ways how
this exalted classical form proved as vital to American culture asit did to the great societies of the ancient
world.

Through close readings of James Fenimore Cooper, Lydia Sigourney, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and
Herman Melville, aswell as the transcendentalists, Phillips traces the rich history of epicin American
literature and art from early colonial times to the late nineteenth century. Phillips shows that far from fading
in the modern age, the epic form was continuously remade to frame a core e ement of American cultural
expression. He finds the motive behind this sustained popularity in the historical interrelationship among the
malleability of the epic form, the idea of a national culture, and the prestige of authorship?a powerful
dynamic that extended well beyond the boundaries of literature.

By locating the epic at the center of American literature and culture, Phillips' s imaginative study yields a
number of important finds: the early national period was atime of radical experimentation with poetic form;
the epic form was crucial to the devel opment of constitutional law and the professionalization of visua arts;
engagement with the epic synthesized awide array of literary and artistic formsin efforts to launch the
United States into the arena of world literature; and a number of writers shaped their careers around revising
the epic form for their own purposes.

Rigorous archival research, careful readings, and long chronologies of genre define this magisterial work,
making it an invaluable resource for scholars of American studies, American poetry, and literary history.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Jackson:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students as they are still students or thisfor all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Epic in American Culture: Settlement
to Reconstruction. All type of book could you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Susan Scott:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
reguire something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Epic in American Culture: Settlement to
Reconstruction to read.

Abel Mulholland:

This Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction can be one of
the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day exercise. So, let'shave it and luxuriate in reading.

Veronica Roberts:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or rea their leisure
activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on
this era, many waysto get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Epic in American Culture: Settlement to Reconstruction can make you feel more interested to
read.
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