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Prompted by the abundant historical allusions in Athenian political and diplomatic discourse, Bernd
Steinbock analyzes the uses and meanings of the past in fourth-century Athens, using Thebes’ role in
Athenian memory as a case study. This examination is based upon the premise that Athenian social memory,
that is, the shared and often idealized and distorted image of the past, should not be viewed as an unreliable
counterpart of history but as an invaluable key to the Athenians’ mentality. Against the tendency to view the
orators’ references to the past as empty rhetorical phrases or propagandistic cover-ups for Realpolitik, it
argues that the past constituted important political capital in its own right. Drawing upon theories of social
memory, it contextualizes the orators’ historical allusions within the complex net of remembrances and
beliefs held by the audience and thus tries to gauge their ideological and emotive power. 
 
Integrating literary, epigraphic, and archaeological evidence with recent scholarship on memory, identity,
rhetoric, and international relations, Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the
Past enhances our understanding of both the function of memory in Athenian public discourse and the
history of Athenian-Theban relations. It should be of interest not only to students of Greek history and
oratory but to everybody interested in memory studies, Athenian democracy, and political decision making.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

With other case, little persons like to read book Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and
Meanings of the Past. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important any book Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
learn.

James Vera:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the publication untitled Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse:
Uses and Meanings of the Past can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Shaun Sae:

Beside that Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past in your phone, it
can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings of the Past
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what
it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book along with read it from today!

Manuel Frazier:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse:
Uses and Meanings of the Past to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent
is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start
a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Social Memory in Athenian Public Discourse: Uses and Meanings
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of the Past can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of these time.
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