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The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon is built around a bizarre historical event and an off-hand
challenge. The event? In December 1840, nearly twenty years after his death, the remains of Napoleon were
returned to Paris for burial—and the next day, the director of a Paris hospital for the insane admitted fourteen
men who claimed to be Napoleon. The challenge, meanwhile, is the claim by great French psychiatrist Jean-
Étienne-Dominique Esquirol (1772–1840) that he could recount the history of France through asylum
registries.

From those two components, Laure Murat embarks on an exploration of the surprising relationship between
history and madness. She uncovers countless stories of patients whose delusions seem to be rooted in the
historical or political traumas of their time, like the watchmaker who believed he lived with a new head, his
original having been removed at the guillotine. In the troubled wake of the Revolution, meanwhile, French
physicians diagnosed a number of mental illnesses tied to current events, from “revolutionary neuroses” and
“democratic disease” to the “ambitious monomania” of the Restoration. How, Murat asks, do history and
psychiatry, the nation and the individual psyche, interface?

A fascinating history of psychiatry—but of a wholly new sort—The Man Who Thought He Was
Napoleon offers the first sustained analysis of the intertwined discourses of madness, psychiatry, history, and
political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Wexler:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to
answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of The Man
Who Thought He Was Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness to read.

Dawn Bliss:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Man Who Thought He Was
Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Enrique Boggs:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Man Who Thought He Was
Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness as good book
not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its
cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Aaron Edgington:

Beside this The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness in your
phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon: Toward a
Political History of Madness because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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