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Virtually every American alive has at some point consumed at least one, and very likely more, consciousness
altering drug. Even those who actively eschew alcohol, tobacco, and coffee cannot easily avoid the full range
of psychoactive substances pervading the culture. With many children now taking Ritalin for Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, professional athletes relying on androstenidione to bulk up, and the
chronically depressed resorting to selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors such as Prozac, the early twenty-
first century appears no less rife with drugs than previous periods.

Yet, if the use of drugs is a constant in American history, the way they have been perceived has varied
extensively. Just as the corrupting cigarettes of the early twentieth century ("coffin nails" to contemporaries)
became the glamorous accessory of Hollywood stars and American GIs in the 1940s, only to fall into public
disfavor later as an unhealthy and irresponsible habit, the social significance of every drug changes over
time.

The essays in this volume explore these changes, showing how the identity of any psychoactive
substance?from alcohol and nicotine to cocaine and heroin?owes as much to its users, their patterns of use,
and the cultural context in which the drug is taken, as it owes to the drug's documented physiological effects.
Rather than seeing licit drugs and illicit drugs, recreational drugs and medicinal drugs, "hard" drugs and
"soft" drugs as mutually exclusive categories, the book challenges readers to consider the ways in which
drugs have shifted historically from one category to another.

In addition to the editors, contributors include Jim Baumohl, Allan M. Brandt, Katherine Chavigny, Timothy
Hickman, Peter Mancall, Michelle McClellan, Steven J. Novak, Ron Roizen, Lori Rotskoff, Susan L.
Speaker, Nicholas Weiss, and William White.
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From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

Here thing why this Altering American Consciousness: The History of Alcohol and Drug Use in the United
States, 1800-2000 are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it
depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Altering American
Consciousness: The History of Alcohol and Drug Use in the United States, 1800-2000 giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that
similar with Altering American Consciousness: The History of Alcohol and Drug Use in the United States,
1800-2000. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Altering American Consciousness: The History of Alcohol and Drug Use
in the United States, 1800-2000 in e-book can be your alternative.

Elizabeth Ashton:

This book untitled Altering American Consciousness: The History of Alcohol and Drug Use in the United
States, 1800-2000 to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or
you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-
book from your list.

Dana Martin:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the publication untitled Altering American Consciousness: The History of Alcohol
and Drug Use in the United States, 1800-2000 can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to
you.

Sandra Birk:

The book untitled Altering American Consciousness: The History of Alcohol and Drug Use in the United
States, 1800-2000 contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
written by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
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book because you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have
a nice read.
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