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While the success of Disneyland is largely credited to Walt and Roy Disney, there was a third, mostly
forgotten dynamo instrumental to the development of the park—fast-talking Texan C. V. Wood. Three Years
in Wonderland presents the never-before-told, full story of “the happiest place on earth.” Using information
from over one hundred unpublished interviews, Todd James Pierce lays down the arc of Disneyland’s
development from an idea to a paragon of entertainment.

In the early 1950s, the Disney brothers hired Wood and his team to develop a feasibility study for an
amusement park Walt wanted to build in southern California. “Woody” quickly became a central figure. In
1954, Roy Disney hired him as Disneyland’s first official employee, its first general manager, and appointed
him vice president of Disneyland, Inc., where his authority was exceeded only by Walt. A brilliant project
manager, Wood was also a con man of sorts. Previously, he had forged his university diploma. A smooth-
talker drawn to Hollywood, the first general manager of Disneyland valued money over art. As relations
soured between Wood and the Disney brothers, Wood found creative ways to increase his income,
leveraging his position for personal fame. Eventually, tensions at the Disney park reached a boiling point,
with Walt demanding he be fired.

In compelling detail, Three Years in Wonderland lays out the struggles and rewards of building the world’s
first cinematic theme park and convincing the American public that a $17 million amusement park was the
ideal place for a family vacation. The early experience of Walt Disney, Roy Disney, and C. V. Wood is one
of the most captivating untold stories in the history of Hollywood. Pierce interviewed dozens of individuals
who enjoyed long careers at the Walt Disney Company as well as dozens of individuals who—like C. V.
Wood—helped develop the park but then left the company for good once the park was finished. Through
much research and many interviews, Three Years in Wonderland offers readers a rare opportunity to stand
shoulder-to-shoulder with the men and women who built the best-known theme park in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Silva:

The book Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making of the Great
American Theme Park can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a good thing like a book Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and
the Making of the Great American Theme Park? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making of
the Great American Theme Park has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jose Shepard:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Three Years in Wonderland: The
Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making of the Great American Theme Park book because book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Norman Fuentes:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney
Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making of the Great American Theme Park can be the reply, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Kathryn Cortez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V.
Wood, and the Making of the Great American Theme Park can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Three Years in Wonderland: The Disney Brothers, C. V. Wood, and the Making of the Great American
Theme Park.
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