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Nearly ninety years after its first publication, this celebratory edition of The Weary Blues reminds us of the
stunning achievement of Langston Hughes, who was just twenty-four at its first appearance. Beginning with
the opening “Proem” (prologue poem)—“I am a Negro: / Black as the night is black, / Black like the depths
of my Africa”—Hughes spoke directly, intimately, and powerfully of the experiences of African Americans
at a time when their voices were newly being heard in our literature. As the legendary Carl Van Vechten
wrote in a brief introduction to the original 1926 edition, “His cabaret songs throb with the true jazz rhythm;
his sea-pieces ache with a calm, melancholy lyricism; he cries bitterly from the heart of his race . . . Always,
however, his stanzas are subjective, personal,” and, he concludes, they are the expression of “an essentially
sensitive and subtly illusive nature.” That illusive nature darts among these early lines and begins to reveal
itself, with precocious confidence and clarity.
 
In a new introduction to the work, the poet and editor Kevin Young suggests that Hughes from this very first
moment is “celebrating, critiquing, and completing the American dream,” and that he manages to take Walt
Whitman’s American “I” and write himself into it. We find here not only such classics as “The Negro Speaks
of Rivers” and the great twentieth-century anthem that begins “I, too, sing America,” but also the poet’s
shorter lyrics and fancies, which dream just as deeply. “Bring me all of your / Heart melodies,” the young
Hughes offers, “That I may wrap them / In a blue cloud-cloth / Away from the too-rough fingers / Of the
world.”
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Villalon:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Weary Blues is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Deborah Ellefson:

Typically the book The Weary Blues will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to
you. The book The Weary Blues is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

James Rogers:

The book untitled The Weary Blues contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman
idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy
to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Lisa Mercado:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This The Weary Blues is simple to deliver
you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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