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Are antisemitism and white supremacy manifestations of a general phenomenon? Why didn't racism appear
in Europe before the fourteenth century, and why did it flourish as never before in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries? Why did the twentieth century seeinstitutionalized racism in its most extreme forms?
Why are egalitarian societies particularly susceptible to virulent racism? What do apartheid South Africa,
Nazi Germany, and the American South under Jim Crow have in common? How did the Holocaust advance
civil rightsin the United States?

With arare blend of learning, economy, and cutting insight, George Fredrickson surveys the history of
Western racism from its emergence in the late Middle Ages to the present. Beginning with the medieval
antisemitism that put Jews beyond the pale of humanity, he traces the spread of racist thinking in the wake of
European expansionism and the beginnings of the African slave trade. And he examines how the
Enlightenment and nineteenth-century romantic nationalism created a new intellectual context for debates
over slavery and Jewish emancipation.

Fredrickson then makes the first sustained comparison between the color-coded racism of nineteenth-century
Americaand the antisemitic racism that appeared in Germany around the same time. He finds similarity
enough to justify the common label but also major differences in the nature and functions of the stereotypes
invoked. The book concludes with a provocative account of the rise and decline of the twentieth century's
overtly racist regimes--the Jim Crow South, Nazi Germany, and apartheid South Africa--in the context of
world historical developments.

Thisilluminating work isthe first to treat racism across such a sweep of history and geography. Itis
distinguished not only by its original comparison of modern racism's two most significant varieties--white
supremacy and antisemitism--but also by its eminent readability.
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From reader reviews:
Charles Ginter:

With other case, little persons like to read book Racism: A Short History. Y ou can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Racism: A Short
History. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open abook or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Anthony Vice:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erathat is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will certainly update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an individual isyou
don't know which one you should start with. This Racism: A Short History is our recommendation to cause
you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Daniel Johnson:

The experience that you get from Racism: A Short History could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but Racism: A Short History giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of
thisreserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Itis
therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
highly recommend you for having this particular Racism: A Short History instantly.

Thomas Paine:

Y ou can get this Racism: A Short History by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can
to be your solve issueif you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern
erasimilar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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