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During the late nineteenth century, letterpress printers, engravers, and lithographers boldly challenged the
rational sobriety of traditional design by introducing intricate borders, corner embellishments, quirky
typefaces, and exotic imagery. The style was known as "artistic' and was quickly taken up by letterpress
printers as the design idiom ofchoice for advertisements, packaging, and all of the other ephemera
occasioned by the rapid expansion of America's economy. For awhile, thiscommercia style represented the
best in popular taste.

But just as quickly as this exuberant style was embraced, it fell abruptly out of favor. By century's end, the
ornate bits of artistic printing were tossed into the gutter, and the style itself relegated to the dustbin of
history. Therise and fall of this highly embellished idiom, which culminated in its denouncement as
aesthetically and morallysuspect"afreak of fancy"are traced in this, the first comprehensive study devoted to
the history of American artistic printing. Authors Douglas Clouse and Angela V oulangas explore the style's
originsin the British Aesthetic Movement and analyze its distinctive features. idiosyncratic color harmonies,
eclectic choice of type andornament, compartmentalized compositional strategies. They also present a
landmark portfolio of letterpress printing samples, drawn from some of the most important public and private
print archives. More than 150 examples of period ephemera, printers own tour de force promotional pieces,
and specimens of type and ornament are reproduced, many for the very first time since their initia
circulation more than a century ago.

The Handy Book of Artistic Printing celebrates a previously berated and today largely forgotten episode of
design historyone of increasing interest in light of the recent embrace of ornament by some leading
contemporary designers. This book will be of value to graphic designers, but also to fine artists, visual
merchandisers, and collectors of ephemera everywhere.
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From reader reviews:
Barbara Shephard:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y es, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their sparetime to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The Handy
Book of Artistic Printing: Collection of Letterpress Examples with Specimens of Type, Ornament, Corner
Fills, Borders, Twisters, Wrinklers, and other Freaks of Fancy? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

L ouis Gayman:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Handy Book of Artistic Printing: Collection
of Letterpress Examples with Specimens of Type, Ornament, Corner Fills, Borders, Twisters, Wrinklers, and
other Freaks of Fancy will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
acceptable book with you?

George Conner:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extratime? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their
can do this. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Handy Book of Artistic Printing: Collection of
L etterpress Examples with Specimens of Type, Ornament, Corner Fills, Borders, Twisters, Wrinklers, and
other Freaks of Fancy to read.

Helen Noyola:

The Handy Book of Artistic Printing: Collection of Letterpress Examples with Specimens of Type,
Ornament, Corner Fills, Borders, Twisters, Wrinklers, and other Freaks of Fancy can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his’her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
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writing The Handy Book of Artistic Printing: Collection of Letterpress Examples with Specimens of Type,
Ornament, Corner Fills, Borders, Twisters, Wrinklers, and other Freaks of Fancy although doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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