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The songs of the U.S. Air Force flyers during the Vietnam War, written in the cryptic language of pilots and
navigators, aloft in their "beasts" a dozen "angels" up in the sky, uniquely reflect the stark emotions and
black humors of that ill-fated war.

Veteran navigator Joseph F. Tuso spent fifteen years collecting the lyrics for more than a hundred songs
written or sung by U.S. Air Force flyers from about 1966 through 1969. Many of the songs' authors are
unknown. But their lyrics, even such jarring lines as those of "Chocolate-covered Napalm," often are set to
popular melodies, such as "The Wabash Cannonball." Some songs have original tunes as well. Twenty-five
of the 148 songs whose lyrics are included here were written by Dick Jonas, the premier songwriter of the
Vietnam era Air Force. Many other songs appear in print for the first time.

Singing the Vietnam Blues begins with a personal overture that sets the stage for a play of war-evoked
emotions and lines that are less than sacred, more than profane, and sometimes poignant. Some songs, such
as the "Phu Cat Alert Pad," are based on historical events, while others have their origins in popular myths,
such as "Wolf Pack's Houseboy." Whatever the direct source of the songs, it is the daily combat, rescue, or
transport missions; the possibility of death; and the fear, bravado, and competition between pilots,
navigators, planes, and enemy flyers or "bandits" that generated the lyrics.

Most songs are preceded by Tuso's explanation of each song's origin, other versions, references to current
events or "inside jokes," and sometimes personal insights and memories. A glossary is also included.
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From reader reviews:

Norberto Brody:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should
answer that question since just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Singing the Vietnam
Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series) to read.

Toni Williams:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the guide untitled Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) can be fine book to read. May be it could be best
activity to you.

Joseph Bolden:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day every day
to reading a guide. The book Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out
of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Julia Gilmore:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Singing the Vietnam
Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History
Series) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit
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all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react to the world.
It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to
pick Singing the Vietnam Blues: Songs of the Air Force in Southeast Asia (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) become your starter.
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