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This is a concise introductory textbook for a one-semester (40-class) course in the history and philosophy of
mathematics. It is written for mathemat ics majors, philosophy students, history of science students, and
(future) secondary school mathematics teachers. The only prerequisite is a solid command of precalculus
mathematics. On the one hand, this book is designed to help mathematics majors ac quire a philosophical and
cultural understanding of their subject by means of doing actual mathematical problems from different eras.
On the other hand, it is designed to help philosophy, history, and education students come to a deeper
understanding of the mathematical side of culture by means of writing short essays. The way I myself teach
the material, stu dents are given a choice between mathematical assignments, and more his torical or
philosophical assignments. (Some sample assignments and tests are found in an appendix to this book. ) This
book differs from standard textbooks in several ways. First, it is shorter, and thus more accessible to students
who have trouble coping with vast amounts of reading. Second, there are many detailed explanations of the
important mathematical procedures actually used by famous mathe maticians, giving more mathematically
talented students a greater oppor tunity to learn the history and philosophy by way of problem solving.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

This Mathematics: A Concise History and Philosophy (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics / Readings in
Mathematics) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Mathematics: A
Concise History and Philosophy (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics / Readings in Mathematics) without
we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry Mathematics: A Concise History and Philosophy (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics / Readings in
Mathematics) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Mathematics: A Concise History
and Philosophy (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics / Readings in Mathematics) having very good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Reginald Hunter:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Mathematics: A Concise History and Philosophy (Undergraduate
Texts in Mathematics / Readings in Mathematics) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Cheryl Taylor:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you
is Mathematics: A Concise History and Philosophy (Undergraduate Texts in Mathematics / Readings in
Mathematics) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of
book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book
acceptable all of you.
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Marcia Ogburn:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Mathematics: A Concise History and Philosophy (Undergraduate Texts in
Mathematics / Readings in Mathematics) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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