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Madness Unchained is a comprehensive introduction to and study of Virgil's Aeneid. The book moves
through Virgil's epic scene by scene and offers a detailed explication of not only all the major (and many
minor) difficulties of interpretation, but also provides a cohesive argument that explores Virgil's point in
writing this epic of Roman mythology and Augustan propaganda: the role of fury or madness in Rome's
national identity.

There have been other books that have attempted to present a complete guide to the Aeneid, but this is the
first to address every episode in the poem, omitting nothing, and aiming itself at an audience that ranges
from the Advanced Placement Virgil student in secondary school to the professional Virgilian and everyone
in-between, both Latinists and the Latin-less. Individual chapters correspond to the books of the poem;
unlike some volumes that prejudice the reader's interpretation of the work by rearranging the order of
episodes in order to influence their impact on the audience, this book moves in the order Virgil intended, and
also gives rather fuller exposition to the second half of the poem, Virgil's self-proclaimed "greater work"
(maius opus).
The notes to each chapter, as well as the "Selected Bibliography," are meant to provide a guide to the dense
forest that is Virgilian scholarship. The notes aim at familiarizing the interested reader with the better and
lesser known byways of Virgilian criticism, both English/American and continental, and at introducing the
reader to some of the perennial problems of Virgilian literary criticism.

It is hoped that Madness Unchained will become the standard introductory guide to the poem, useful in
college and university courses in mythology, Roman literature, epic poetry, and Virgil (in Latin or
translation), as well as offering a reappraisal of the poem to the many readers and scholars in other
disciplines who know they should "like" the Aeneid, but who have always been perplexed by the seemingly
stra
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From reader reviews:

James Boyd:

Here thing why this specific Madness Unchained: A Reading of Virgil's Aeneid are different and trusted to
be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is
the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Madness Unchained: A Reading of Virgil's Aeneid giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Madness Unchained: A Reading of Virgil's Aeneid. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Madness
Unchained: A Reading of Virgil's Aeneid in e-book can be your substitute.

Megan Lapointe:

Often the book Madness Unchained: A Reading of Virgil's Aeneid has a lot details on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Jack Scala:

This Madness Unchained: A Reading of Virgil's Aeneid is great e-book for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Madness Unchained: A Reading of Virgil's Aeneid in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but
this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
this?

Naomi Taylor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Madness Unchained: A Reading of
Virgil's Aeneid.
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