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The movie theater has always been a place where people come together to share powerful emotional
experiences, from the fear generated by horror films and the anxiety induced by thrillers to the laughter
elicited by screwball comedies and the tears precipitated by melodramas. Indeed, the dependability of
movies to provide such experiences lies at the center of the medium's appeal and power. Yet cinema's ability
to influence, even manipulate, the emotions of the spectator is one of the least-explored topics in film theory
today.

In Passionate Views, thirteen internationally recognized scholars of film studies, philosophy, and psychology
explore the emotional appeal of the cinema. Employing a novel cognitive perspective, the volume
investigates the relationship between genre and emotion; explores how film narrative, music, and cinematic
techniques such as the close-up are used to elicit emotion; and examines the spectator's identification with
and response to film characters.

An impressive range of films and topics is brought together by Carl Plantinga and Greg M. Smith, including:
the success of Stella Dallas and An Affair to Remember as tearjerkers; the power of Night of the Living Dead
to inspire fear and disgust; the sublime evoked in The Passion of Joan of Arc, Aguirre, the Wrath of God, and
The Children of Paradise; the emotional basis of film comedy as seen in When Harry Met Sally; the use of
cinematic cues in Raiders of the Lost Ark and Local Hero to arouse emotions; the relationship between
narrative flow and emotion in Once Upon a Time in the West and E.T.; the emotive use of music in The
Elephant Man and A Clockwork Orange; Stranger than Paradise's sense of timing; desire and resolution in
Casablanca; audience identification with the main characters in Groundhog Day and The Crying Game;
portrayal of perversity in The Silence of the Lambs, Flaming Creatures, and Shivers; and empathy elicited
through closeups of actors' faces in Yankee Doodle Dandy and Blade Runner.

Passionate Views offers a new approach to our understanding of film and will be of interest to anyone
fascinated by the emotional power of motion pictures and their relationship to the central concerns of our
lives, as well as by the techniques filmmakers use to move an audience.
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Passionate Views: Film, Cognition, and Emotion.

Lillian Tobias:

Typically the book Passionate Views: Film, Cognition, and Emotion has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Candace Hernandez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Passionate Views: Film, Cognition, and Emotion.

Antonio Sisson:

Passionate Views: Film, Cognition, and Emotion can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Passionate Views: Film,
Cognition, and Emotion but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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