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Google Earth's ancestor: a snapshot of urban life, circa 1600
 
History's most opulent collection of town maps and illustrations
 
The complete reprint of all 363 color plates from Braun and Hogenberg’s survey of town maps, city views,
and plans of Europe, Africa, Asia and Central America, with dozens of unusual details, as well as selected
extracts from the original text and an in-depth commentary. First published in Cologne 1572-1617.

More than four centuries after the first volume was originally published in Cologne, Braun and
Hogenberg’s magnificent collection of town map engravings, Civitates orbis terrarum, has been brought
back to life with this reprint taken from a rare and superbly preserved original set of six volumes, belonging
to the Historische Museum in Frankfurt. Produced between 1572 and 1617 - just before the extensive
devastation wreaked by the Thirty Years’ War - the work contains 564 plans, bird’s-eye views, and map
views of all major cities in Europe, plus important cities in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Edited and
annotated by theologian and publisher Georg Braun, and largely engraved by Franz Hogenberg, the Civitates
was intended as a companion volume for Abraham Ortelius’s 1570 world atlas, Theatrum orbis terrarum.
Over a hundred different artists and cartographers contributed to the sumptuous artwork, which not only
shows the towns but also features additional elements, such as figures in local dress, ships, ox-drawn carts,
courtroom scenes, and topographical details, that help convey the situation, commercial power, and political
importance of the towns they accompany.

The Civitates gives us a comprehensive view of urban life at the turn of the 17th century. This nice-price
edition of our reprint includes all of the city plates, accompanied by selected extracts from Braun’s texts on
the history and contemporary significance of each urban center as well as translations of the Latin
cartouches. A detailed commentary places each city map in its cartographical and cultural context, and
examines earlier sources and later editions. Rounding off this comprehensive publication is a separate
introductory essay examining the Civitates in its cultural and historical context. From Paris and London to
Cairo and Jerusalem, readers will find many a familiar city to zoom back in time to and explore - in fact,
many of the maps can still be used for orientation in historical town centers today.
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From reader reviews:

Jaleesa Greenwood:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Braun/Hogenberg: Cities of the World book is readable simply by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding
Braun/Hogenberg: Cities of the World content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking
Braun/Hogenberg: Cities of the World is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Lillie Moreland:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Braun/Hogenberg: Cities of the World.

David Peacock:

This Braun/Hogenberg: Cities of the World is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This specific
book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Braun/Hogenberg: Cities of the World in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right
but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that?

Wayne McKnight:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Braun/Hogenberg: Cities of the World when you required it?
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