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From the celebrated author of The Secret Life of Bees, a magnificent novel about two unforgettable
American women
 
 
Writing at the height of her narrative and imaginative gifts, Sue Monk Kidd presents a masterpiece of hope,
daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire to have a voice in the world—and it is now the newest Oprah’s
Book Club 2.0 selection.

Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the
suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has
known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits
imposed on women.

Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten
year old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the next thirty five
years, as both strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a
complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and the uneasy ways of love.

As the stories build to a riveting climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding courage and a sense of
self in the process. Sarah will experience crushed hopes, betrayal, unrequited love, and ostracism before
leaving Charleston to find her place alongside her fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one of the early
pioneers in the abolition and women’s rights movements.

Inspired by the historical figure of Sarah Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to flesh out the rich interior
lives of all of her characters, both real and invented, including Handful’s cunning mother, Charlotte, who
courts danger in her search for something better.

This exquisitely written novel is a triumph of storytelling that looks with unswerving eyes at a devastating
wound in American history, through women whose struggles for liberation, empowerment, and expression
will leave no reader unmoved.

Please note there is another digital edition available featuring notes by Oprah Winfrey.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Cluck:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Invention of
Wings: A Novel (Original Publisher's Edition-No Annotations) suitable to you? Often the book was written
by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Invention of Wings: A Novel (Original Publisher's
Edition-No Annotations)is the main of several books in which everyone read now. This book was inspired a
lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before.
The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world with this book.

Melvin Paul:

The book The Invention of Wings: A Novel (Original Publisher's Edition-No Annotations) has a lot details
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Cornell Smith:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Invention of Wings: A Novel
(Original Publisher's Edition-No Annotations) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Wendy Clark:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Invention of Wings: A
Novel (Original Publisher's Edition-No Annotations) can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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