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In this book, Patricia Warrick examines over 200 short stories and novels written between 1930 and 1977
which portray computers as robots, as "thinking machines," as heroes and villains, gods and demons. The
works are discussed according to a unique paradigm that divides them and the fictional worlds they create
into closed, open, or isolated systems. Warrick analyzes recurring patterns and images, noting how these
change (or fail to change) over time and how they relate to real technological developments. While focusing
on a particular genre within science fiction, the book seeks to answer broader literary questions—Should the
abundant body of work spawned by the science fiction imagination be taken seriously? Has it climbed up
from its humble American beginnings in the pulp magazines? Does it do more than entertain? Has it
accomplished the task of mythmaking which literature has traditionally done? And will it ultimately replace
the realistic novel as the chief literary form by the end of this century? An aesthetic of complementary
perception is defined, and Warrick concludes with a look into the electronic future, a condemnation of the
pessimism and poor science she has found in much of post-World War II writing, and a proposal for
revitalizing the cybernetic imagination. Among the writers whose work is examined are Brian W. Aldiss,
Isaac Asimov, John Brunner, John W. Campbell, Arthur C. Clarke, Michael Crichton, Samuel R. Delany,
Lester del Rey, Philip K. Dick, Harlan Ellison, Harry Harrison, Robert Heinlein, James Hogan, Fritz Leiber,
Franke Herbert, Fred Hoyle, Stanislaw Lem, Anne McCaffrey, Michael Moorcock, Frederick Pohl, Robert
Silverberg, Clifford Simak, Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., and Jack Williamson. The book includes extensive fiction
and nonfiction bibliographies and an index.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Blackburn:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Cybernetic Imagination in Science Fiction, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Miriam Normandin:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Cybernetic Imagination in Science Fiction can
be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Thomas Baier:

This The Cybernetic Imagination in Science Fiction is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Cybernetic Imagination in
Science Fiction can be the light food for yourself because the information inside that book is easy to get
through anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean
in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy
this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and
also knowledge.

Martin Hanson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The Cybernetic Imagination in Science Fiction.
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