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The place of poetry in modern democracy is no place, according to conventional wisdom. The poet, we hear,
is a casualty of mass entertainment and prosaic public culture, banished to the artistic sidelines to compose
variations on insipid themes for a dwindling audience. Robert Pinsky, however, argues that this gloomy
diagnosis is as wrongheaded as it is familiar. Pinsky, whose remarkable career as a poet itself undermines the
view, writes that to portray poetry and democracy as enemies is to radically misconstrue both. The voice of
poetry, he shows, resonates with profound themes at the very heart of democratic culture.

There is no one in America better to write on this topic. One of the country's most accomplished poets,
Robert Pinsky served an unprecedented two terms as America's Poet Laureate (1997-2000) and led the
immensely popular multimedia Favorite Poem Project, which invited Americans to submit and read aloud
their favorite poems. Pinsky draws on his experiences and on characteristically sharp and elegant
observations of individual poems to argue that expecting poetry to compete with show business is to mistake
its greatest democratic strength--its intimate, human scale--as a weakness.

As an expression of individual voice, a poem implicitly allies itself with ideas about individual dignity that
are democracy's bedrock, far more than is mass participation. Yet poems also summon up communal life..
Even the most inward-looking work imagines a reader. And in their rhythms and cadences poems carry in
their very bones the illusion and dynamic of call and response. Poetry, Pinsky writes, cannot help but
mediate between the inner consciousness of the individual reader and the outer world of other people. As
part of the entertainment industry, he concludes, poetry will always be small and overlooked. As an art--and
one that is inescapably democratic--it is massive and fundamental.
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From reader reviews:

Nannie Hand:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their
particular reader with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this Democracy, Culture and the Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for Human Values Series).

Allison Sala:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is usually Democracy, Culture and the Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for
Human Values Series).

Contessa Watkins:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Democracy, Culture and the Voice of
Poetry: (The University Center for Human Values Series) why because the great cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Cherly Plaster:

This Democracy, Culture and the Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for Human Values Series) is
brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Democracy, Culture and the Voice of Poetry: (The University Center for Human Values Series)
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
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answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life
along with knowledge.
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