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Barack Obama swept into office in 2008, capitalizing on his fresh and compelling political persona, the
appeal of his "Hope and Change" campaign, the pre-election financial crisis, and a wave of popular
discontent with his predecessor. The nation's first African-American president stirred unusually high
expectations, and his first term saw the passage of a substantial economic stimulus package, a large-scale
expansion of financial regulation, a drawdown in Iraq, and his signature health care reform. But a stagnant
economy persisted. His personal popularity had no effect on the persistent disapproval of his program. The
Democrats suffered a severe electoral setback in the 2010 Congressional election. But Obama's exceptional
campaign organization, his strong personal appeal, and a weak Republican opponent won him a second term
in 2012.

Now his presidency is in its final stage. In Obama's Time, eminent historian Morton Keller has written the
first historical assessment of Barack Obama's presidency. Drawing on a lifetime of scholarship on American
history and politics, Keller examines Obama's presidential persona and governing style, his domestic and
foreign policies, and his place in the broader history of American politics. Obama is deeply committed to
active federal government, in the tradition of FDR's New Deal and LBJ's Great Society. But his ambitions
have been tempered by the heavy weight of existing institutions and past precedents, strong Republican
opposition, and unforeseen events. Keller concludes that this is a time when the centralized bureaucratic state
faces a deep crisis of legitimacy. He ascribes the intense party polarization to a political culture in which the
media, advocacy groups, and ideologically-driven donors have outsize influence.

Historians will continue to debate the Obama presidency for decades to come. Keller's account of how
Obama governed, the larger political context in which he functioned, and why he was unable to close the gap
between expectations and reality, will be invaluable to that debate.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

This Obama's Time: A History usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The main reason of this Obama's Time: A History can be among the great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock
your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Obama's Time: A History giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

John Sledge:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and soon. The Obama's Time: A History provide you with new experience in reading through a
book.

Allen Schlemmer:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
So , this Obama's Time: A History can make you sense more interested to read.

John Flores:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Obama's Time: A History when you necessary it?
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